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Introduction


There has been a lot of political power shifting around in the Southeast Asia and Pacific region.  This shifting can be divided into two main groups: Shifts in government heads, and tensions about violence are on the rise.  Several governments in the region are having elections, or are setting up for elections, as is Thailand’s case.  Tensions about violence are mainly focused on Myanmar, but with the uneasiness in Thailand, more attacks are possible.

Issue 1: There is shifting in government


The two main countries with shifting governments are Thailand and East Timor, also known as Timor-Leste.  Thailand had a coup in September of 2006, which displaced the old Prime Minister Thaksin.  The Thai junta has been ruling the country, and for the most part the people approved of the displacement of Thaksin.  There was some concern that insurgents are against the overthrow, as was demonstrated by the New- Year bombings.  Now, people are getting restless and are unsure that the junta is doing a good job, even if they support the coup.  The junta leader, General Sonthi Boonyaratkalin, has however, said that Thailand would “hold democratic elections before the end of the year” (Faiola, February 1, 2007).  The public seems to grow restless, and many believe that the military junta is mismanaging the government.  This was only exacerbated by the finance minister’s, Pridiyathorn Devakula’s, resignation.  There are apparently two factors behind Pridiyathorn’s resignation.  The military junta had tried to put General Somkid Jatusripitak in the finance office, but he quit after six days.  The other factor was a television program that “recently turned …fire on Mr. Pridiyathorn.”(An Angry Exit, March 3, 2007, FOREIGN).  The economy has also taken a downturn due to some laws passed that were trying to rid the economy of Thaksin’s influence.  This downturn combined with the resignation of Pridiyathorn, has led the people to be more restless, and it is less likely an election will happen (An Angry Exit, March 3, 2006, FOREIGN).  


East Timor is a small country that recently split from Indonesia.  It is currently in a state of near-anarchy, with close to 600 soldiers declaring mutiny last year.  Australia and Indonesia have acted as peacekeeping forces, and continue to occupy such duties.  Recently, José Ramos-Horta, the current prime minister, announced that he would run for president in the upcoming elections.  He is backed by the Roman Catholic Church in a predominantly Catholic area.  However, “the dominant political party in parliament, Fretilin, has already said it will put up a candidate.”(Fonseca, February 25, 2007).  It is possible that the current president, Xanana Gusmão, may run for prime minister, in an attempt to merely swap jobs with Ramos-Horta and keep the government a bit more stable.

Issue 2: There is tension about violence


Many countries in the Southeast Asia and Pacific region have noted rising violence, or at least the possibility of it.  Thailand and Myanmar (also known as Burma), are heavily under such influence.  Thailand has a problem because of the previous government’s policies.  The government under Thaksin sided with the American government quite a bit, and had a rather heavy hand in fighting terrorism.  Take into consideration the fact that the southern part of Thailand is mostly Muslim, and you have an idea as to who the insurgents behind the New-Year’s bombings might be (Faiola, February 1, 2006).  More recently, Wiriya Chawakul, a confidante of the Thai Queen was ambushed while in motorcade.  It is one in a series of rebel assaults “comprising bombings, arson and shootings, that killed eight people and wounded nearly 70…”(Pinyorat, February 21, 2007).  


Myanmar’s violence continues to be run by a bloody junta that has a confusing amount of ethnic rivalries.  The country has an isolationist view, not letting many in or out of the borders.  This separation makes for peacekeeping and diplomatic problems, with no way to truly stop the civil wars going on in Myanmar (The Isolation Ward, March 3, 2006, FOREIGN).  Because of the discrimination, demonstrators are few and rare.  However, nine such demonstrators were detained recently, and “were released without charge”(Arrested Demonstrators, February 27, 2006).  The military rule has been in place since 1962, and has accumulated charges of tolerating many abuses.  The protesters declared that they did not want to incite violence, but were concerned over the poor economic conditions and rising prices.  These demonstrators were probably let go because of their harmless intent and because they have no sponsor for their demonstration (Arrested Demonstrators, February 27, 2006).  One good example of the economic hardships in Myanmar lies in the lack of petroleum.  Lines are up to ten hours long, and transportation is greatly suffering because of it (Tun, February 25, 2006).  With the economic hardships, it is possible riots may break out and could contribute to the already violent situation in Myanmar.  

Conclusion


In conclusion, the Southeast Asia and Pacific region is going through a turbulent time.  The government’s powers are changing hands, and violence is becoming a concern.  I believe that elections will only come through if the governments take responsibility for their actions and try to do something about the situations.  More violence could break out if the people feel insecure or unprotected.  Discrimination also appears to be a major factor in the violence.  Perhaps if a council was arranged, the different factions could talk out what they each wanted, and could set up a government to satisfy most.  

Bibliography

An Angry Exit.  (March 3, 2007).  The Economist.  FOREIGN.

Arrested Demonstrators in Myanmar Freed. (February 27, 2007). The Washington Post.

Faiola, Anthony.  (February 1, 2007).  The Washington Post.

Fonseca, Lirio da.  (February 25, 2007).  Ramos-Horta Formally Announces E.Timor President Run.  The 

Washington Post.  

Mutinous Crew.  (March 3, 2007).  The Economist.  FOREIGN.
Pinyorat, Rungrawee C.  (February 21, 2007).  The Washington Post.  

The Isolation Ward. (March 3, 2007).  The Economist.  FOREIGN.

Tun, Aung Hla.  (February 25, 2007).  Dash for Gas Gives Myanmar the Bus Stop Blues.  The Washington Post.

