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The Mission


The Vatican Film List had every right to name The Mission among its top 15 religiously significant film. The powerful film provides viewers with an authentic view of the struggle to bring Christianity to a native South American village. A dedicated priest converts the natives to Christianity. But when Portugal sells the area to slave-trading Spain, Spanish armies attack the village for slaves. The Priest and his native converts fight with all of their strength to fend off the Spaniards, in what turns out to be a futile effort. In particular, the very last scene is perhaps the most powerful. The Spanish army bombards the native village, while the priest and the natives themselves march for survival. When the priest is killed by gunfire, one of the natives picks up the statue the priest was carrying and continues to march. Eventually, the Spanish army burns down the whole town to gain control of the village. This last scene was the most powerful, and was the best reason for the Vatican Film List to acknowledge the entire movie. Such an influential movie about such a struggle for religion definitely deserves to be on the Vatican’s list. 

The music and sounds utilized in The Mission played a huge role in getting the movie’s point across. Several different instances involving powerful music stuck out for the entire movie. The first was close to the beginning, when Father Gabriel was playing his oboe in the native rainforest. This music showed how the focus of the movie was strongly on the Europeans at the time. Into the movie, the music turned to more native instruments and by the end, there was a blend of both native instruments and European instruments. This transition between the types of music correlated with the plot of the movie. By the end of the movie, the blend of native and European instruments reflected on the mix of European and native societies in the reduction. One other influential instance with music came in one of the last scenes, the battle between the Spanish army and the native people. The music had only one instrument: the pounding of tympanis as the camera showed the burning village. This scene used music to accompany the already-powerful image. The entire movie used music in the same way, to accomplish its “mission” of getting the point across to viewers.
