Using iTunes to enrich your German:    Podcasts and Songs
Podcasts
Podcasts are free series of audio or video episodes.  You can listen to just one episode, or you can subscribe to the regular series, which will appear on your account -- all for free.

How to find Podcasts:

Use iTunes (you can download iTunes for free onto any computer, and you do not need an iPod or other mp3 player to use it.)
Follow these steps:

Go to iTunes & click on iTunes Store.

Click on Podcasts (on the left)

Type into the search bar (upper right) the name of a Podcast (see suggestions below)

When the search results show you album covers, click on the cover, and read the description.

Click on one of the episodes in the list below to see if it interests you.  You will hear one episode.

If you like the episode, click on subscribe:  new episodes will automatically be added.
If you don't know the name of a Podcast, you can type a more general term into search bar (ex. German, Deutsch, learning German)

When you look at a list of episodes, the top listed episode is the most recent.  Scroll to the bottom of the list for the earliest episodes.

Some Podcasts for levels I , II, and III
Audio Podcasts
German-Podcast.de
GermanPod 101

Deutsch- Warum Nicht (series 1)

Deutsch- Warum Nicht (series 2)

German GrammarPod
A Flavour of German

Slow German
Video Podcasts
Neuneinhalb
(weekly news show for children)            
        
ZDF Logo Deine Nachrichten  (daily news for children)       
Discover Germany       (videos of areas in Germany)
        
If you scroll to the bottom of the iTunes Store page, you can switch to the Deutschland iTunes store, and choose among many free Podcasts listed there.  

However, you cannot purchase items from the German iTunes store.  To purchase songs, you need to return to the US iTunes page.
Songs
You can also enjoy your German through listening to popular current songs.  You can find many styles of German contemporary music (rock, punk, rap, hiphop, pop, etc.)  
In the US version of  iTunes you can find plenty of German artists. 
Here are some popular groups:  Ich und Ich, 
Tokio Hotel, Wir sind Helden
, LaFee,
Xavier Naidoo, Silbermond, Christine Stürmer, Wise Guys,  Fettes Brot, Die Ärzte


For a list of other groups, and some music to sample, click on 
http://www.vistawide.com/german/german_music/german_music.htm#contemporary
http://www.stepintogerman.org/
http://german.about.com/library/weekly/aa020905a.htm 
http://german.about.com/od/musicartists/Artists_and_Groups_Performing_in_German.htm 

The Slow German podcast (see above) usually ends with a new German song -- another good way to find out what's popular in Germany. 

(The popular group Tokio Hotel, does not have its German albums on American iTunes, but most other German groups do.)
If you use an iPod or other mp3 player, you might upload a few German songs. You'll be amazed at how your pronunciation, listening skills, and vocabulary base will be improved through regular listening.  
