Dear TJ community,

We are excited to announce a new question and a new reading for the 2010-2011 school year.  The One Question is "How can we maintain our individuality and creativity in an increasingly impersonal and technological world?" And the summer reading assignment related to this One Question is Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.  

We feel a common summer reading enables students to start thinking about the One Question so they can begin the school year ready for discussion and idea generation in their classes.  This classic science fiction novel originally published in 1932 is Huxley’s satire on Utopian thinking which describes a world in which individuality and free will are controlled by a totalitarian government through the use of science and technology in order to manufacture complete social stability.  (A plot summary is described at the end of this message).

Due to the satirical nature of this story, Huxley presents a society with exaggerated views about sexual behavior and over-reliance on a stimulant drug so the reader, through the rebellion of one of its main characters, can ultimately make ethical decisions about how these topics influence human individuality.     

While Library Journal recommends the book for grades 8 and up, we propose only rising sophomores, juniors, and seniors read this book over the summer.  All rising freshman into TJHSST, however, will read the book with their IBET classes so they can have guided discussion throughout the entire book.  Students who are asked to read the book as part of their summer reading should be ready to discuss it when they return to school the first day.  

Thank you for supporting our summer reading program so we can feel ready to launch the 2010-2011 school year with our new One Question: "How can we maintain our individuality and creativity in an increasingly impersonal and technological world?"  We encourage any parents who feel uncomfortable with these topics to read the book before their child does.  If parents object to their child reading this book, an alternative title will be provided.  You may contact Mrs. Bosley (Mary.Bosley@fcps.edu), the assistant principal of Humanities, if you have any questions regarding this book selection. 

Sincerely,

Evan Glazer

TJ principal
Plot summary of Huxley’s Brave New World:

According to the World State and its leader, Mustapha Mond, happiness is the immediate gratification of all desires and requires not only the control of scientific and empirical truths, but also the destruction of human truths like personal connections, friendship, and love. In order to obtain stability, the World State has successfully removed emotional and sexual human relationships from society in favor of production of nearly identical human embryos in a Hatchery, much like the production of consumer goods on an assembly line. Once hatched, the human clones are rapidly matured and conditioned to reject the passion, intensity, and tragedy that are hallmarks of human interaction, creating individuals without individuality and a society that rejects the previously sacred institutions of love, marriage, motherhood, and family. The World State maintains control of the dehumanized people by effacing the past, strictly regulating their social activities, gratifying their desires, and promoting the use of soma, a drug that counteracts unpleasant emotions.

Into this World State comes John, a “savage” born and raised outside the confines of Mond’s “ideal” society. In his isolation, John has taken his values from the works of William Shakespeare, which come to symbolize the humanitarian values rejected by the World State. John’s morality is in constant conflict with the warped morals and empty happiness of a society driven by consumerism and the simple gratification of appetites. The “savage” argues that human life is not worth living without the humanity that the World State has stripped away: the passion and pain of human relationships and the responsibility of weighing and suffering the moral consequences of allegiances to friends, family, and society.

